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ARCHAEQLOOGY, COMMUNICATION
AND LANGUAGE

Papers presented at the 1st No Barriers
Seminar, April 28, 1998

Preface
Paul Wallin' and Knal Nordby?

The idea of the No Barriers rescarch grant arosc in the
collahoration between the Kon-Tiki Museum and its main
sponsor  Telenor,  the  principal  Norwegian  tele-
communicalions operator, Telenor had a programme called
No Barriers. ‘The Kon-Tiki Muscum’s research interests
and the accomplishments of Thor Heyerdahl over a period
ol nearly 60 vears fitted the concepl and spirit of No
Burriers, demonstrating that collaboration can break down
barriers and provide opportunities for innovative, high
quality research.

On April 28 1997, the soth anniversary of the Kon Tiki
cxpedition, the frst No Barriers rescarch grant was
awarded. The size of the grant then was US$ 7500, The
first recipient was Professor of periedontology Dr. Hans
Preus, University of Oslo, a microbiologist who worked on
milochondrial IXNA in teeth. He received the grant o cary
out studies of teeth excavated [rom Easler Island and South
America. Tn his analyses ol minule
mitochondrial NA, he encountered great problems traced
to the proprictary materials used in the analyses being DNA
contaminated.  This finding became a central issue in his
investieation (described in detail in his paper in this
publication).

samples  of

In 1998, the Review Committee suggested thut the call lor
applications should be advertised internationally, and that
the grant should be raised to USS 15 000. The board of the
Kon-Tiki Museur., which is in charge of the sponsor trust
funds, saw the importance of the No Barriers research grant
and agreed to our suggestions. This resulted in a dramatic
increasc in the number ol applications, which were
generally of a very high standard. Grant applications came
from countrics all around the DPacific, cspecially from
Anstralia, New Zealand, Tahiti, Hawaii and North America,
but also from Ewopean scientists. Suddenly the Ne
Barriers tesearch grant became well known at universities
and institutions doing pacific research.

Deciding which applicant should receive the grant was no
easy task for the Review Committee. Eventually, the 1998
No Barriers grant was awarded o Professor Matthew
Spriggs, the Anstralian National University, Canberra, for a
project named “Remote Delivery of Archacological
Discovery Results to a Classroom Context”™.  His project
belongs, in many ways, to the future of archacologicul lield
rescarch, but he wanted to do it now! He wished Lo demon-
strate the possibility of doing cxcavations in a remote
Iocation (in this case an important site named Mangaasi in

! Hewd of Research Departinent, The Kon-Tiki Museum
¢ Senior Research Scientist, Telenor Research and Developement

Matthew Spriges af the No Barriers seminar

the Vanualu islands) while communicating with students
and teachers al his own universily via e-mail over Tnternet,
using both conventional telephone lines and a salellile
telephone. In this way, anyone interested may [ollow the
actions ol the excavation tcam almost at the same tme as it
happens, which is extraordinary when it comes Lo a science
like archaenlogy.,

Since the grant recipient had been inviled to receive ihe
grant at the Kon-Tiki Museum on the anniversary of the
Kon-Tiki expedition, this was found to be an excellent
occasion to have a seminar at the muscum, The seminar
was named Archaeology, Communication and Language,
subjects thal are very central in Prof. Spriggs” research. In
addition (o the grant recipients Prof. Spriggs and Prol.
Preus, we invited Dr, Stephen Wickler, archaeologist at
Tromsg Muscum, specialist in Micronesian archaeology
(and a former student of Prof. Spriggs). Dr. Ingjerd Hogm,
social anthropologist/linguist at Oslo University, specialist
in the Tokelanan languare and its cultural context, and Dr.
Helene Martinsson-Wallin, Curator at the Kon-Tiki Mu-
seurn and specialist in Polynesian archaeology, especially
Faster Island. The presentations are collecled mo thas
Seminar Reporl.

The aim of this seminar was that. hopefully. it would lead to
a closer dialogue between scientists in various fields in
dillerent institutions and universities {especially in our own
region), and to promote the Kon-Tiki Museumn, with its
unique rescarch library, as u cenire [or researchers and
students specialising in Pacific studies. Archacologists,
anthropologists and linguists from different Norwegian
universities were also invited to attend the seminar and
contributed with inleresting comments to the presented
papers.

The Review Commitree wishes o thank Lhe presenters, who
made this seminar so successful with their great knowledge

of pacific rescarch,

Ry the way, why not have a look at Professor Sprigpgs’
results, to be found al the [ollowing Internet web site:

http:/fartalpha.anu.edu.au/mobarriers/



Speech by Thor Heyerdahl aon the Occasion of
the Award of the No Barviers Grang, 28th
Aprii 1988, Oslo, Norway

Dielivered by his son Thor Heyerdaht Jo

On the occasion of the presentation ol the No Barriers grant
to the Australian scholar Matthew Spriggs, 1 want (o
congratulate the recipient and wish him good luck in his
continued research.

I am delighted to learn that the Kon-Tiki Museum, which
has concentrated most of its efforts and funding on research
on Easter Island and surrounding territories in the Hast
Pucilic, 15 able o promote und support investigation by
other scholars ulso W the west ol the Polynesian island
territory. By this year's selection among the many
competent applicants, the Kon-Tiki Museum sponsored by
Telenor has demonstrated that there is no barrier in our
desire to detect and identily the pre-European migration
rontes into the Oceanic island territory of the Hast Pacilic.

Although the Kon-Tiki Museum was founded to house a
vessel that proved that there were no barricrs between
South Amecrica and Polynesia in pre-Columbian times. it
should not be forgotten that I, as lcader of that raft
expedition, looked for the route for the Southeast Asiatic
ancestors of the Polynesians long hefore T decided to build
and test the South American ralt. As carly a5 1939 when my
son who reads this message was one year old, he
accompanied his parents to the extreme Northeast Pacilic
archipelago of British Columbia where | was looking for
vestiges of possible emigrants from Southeast Asia that had
followed the Japan current and, after a prolonged sojourn in
that area. continued with the same elements down (o
Hiwaii.

There are only two routes by which the generally accepted
Asiatic clement can have reached Polynesia on the very
opposite side of the vast Austro-Melanesian territory: One is
by 1sland hopping eastwards straight through this 4,000 km.
wide territory, the other is by bypassing it following the global
curves 1n the extreme North Pacilic. Any ellorls (o supporl
scientific research along either of these two routes are of basic
importance to an understanding of the origins of the
Polynesian people. By supporting the Avstralian scholar
Matthew Spriggs in his research in the Southwest Pacific and
at the same time a multi-disciplinary group of American
anthropologists which leaves for research in British Columbia
n the Wortheast Pacific next month, the Kon-Tiki hMuseum
has demonstrated its unbiased attitude to anthropological
research 1n the Pacific Island termtory, and as one who since
1941 has published his conviction that both South America
and Asia have contributed to the settlement of the East
Pacific, it is a greal pleasure o wish the recipient of the Neo
Barriers grant my very best wishes lor success in his
invesligations.

P (bt

Al the delivery of the No Barriers Grant. From the left: Fredvick
Grindluned (Telenor), Knui Nordby (felenor), Marthew Spriges
{Australion National University), Hans Preus (University of
(hlo), Maja Range (Kon-Tiki Musewm), Pawl Wallin { Kon-Tiki
Musewmn), Thor Heverdali Jv. { Kon-1Tiki Museum),

mpeech in Beply by Matthew Spriggs

1 would like to thank Thor Heyerdah] Junior for reading his
father’s speech and for his additional kind words, Tt is a great
honour for me to have won the Kon-Tiki Museum and Telenor
No Barriers grant. We are celebraling tonight the 5lst
anniversary of the Kon-Tiki leaving Callao in Peru on its epic
Jjourney to East Polynesia. Thor Heyerdahl inspired generations
of generally obnoxious small boys such as myself (and
hopefully, too, some Tess obnoxious small girls!) to pursuc an
archaeological career. ITis  pioneering work in  Pacific
archaeology has inspired much modern archaeological research
m the Pacific and, as importantly, the international public’s
interest 1o the region and its cullures, and thus the [unding of
research concerning them.

Present here tonight from that same pioneering generation is
Professor Arne Skjplsvold, and Iwould like to acknowledge his
important contribution as well.

I would like to thank the No Buarriers grant selection
committee, Dr Knut Nardby  (Senior Rescarcher, External
Relations, Telenor Rescarch and Development) and Dr Paul
Wallin (Heud of Institute Tor Pacitiec Archacology and Cultural
History, Kon-Tiki Museum); the Director of the Kon-Tiki
Museurmn, Maja Bauge; from Telenor - Oddvar Hesjedal (Vice-
President, Telenor Research and Development), Fredrik
Grindland (Manager Marketing and Public Relations), and the
many staft who made my visit to Telenor extremely inferesling
and informative. | would like to single out particularly Knut
Nordby, who has organiscd much of my schedule for the week
in Oslo. Both he and his wife Mina have been most hospitable,
as have Paul Wallin and Ilelene Martinsson-Wallin, and Ame
Skjwlsvold who have shown me around Oslo.

The N Barriers grant is an inspired and mnovative co-
operalion between industry and museuins, backing exciting but
nisky research that nnght not otherwise be done at all. 1 will be
doing all T can to live up the faith in my project that the Ne
Barriers grant committee has displayed.

Mot
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Remote Delivery of Archaeological Discovery
Resulis to a Classrpom Context

Matthew Spriggs’

The project in question will take place at the Mangaasi or
Mangans archacological site and other locations near the
village of Mungaliliu, Northwest Efate, Republic of Vanuatu,
South Pacilic (Fig. 1). For two years the Department of
Archaeology and Anthropology at the Australian National
University in Canbcrra has run a training excavation for
indigenous archacologists associated with the Vanuatu National
Museum. The training program is run by Professor Matthew
Spriggs of ANIT and Ralph Regenvanu, Director of the
National Museum. The project hus been funded by the South
Pacific Cultures Fund ol the Australian Department of Forcign
Affairs and Trade (1996) and funds awarded to Professor Yosi
Sinoto of the Bishop Museum in Honelulu by a Japanese
foundation (1996-1998).

The initiul challenge of the current development of the project
was to convey the experience ol excuvaling u remole site in a
cross-cultural context, in particular the decision-making and
interpretive processes, to students in Australia who will need o
develop these skills, when their direct participation is
impossible. The project also recognises a nced to allow
interaction directly with students and to encourage their
feedbuck as part ol this process.
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Fig. 1. Location of the Vanant Islands in the Western Pacific.

Why is their direct participation impossible en masse?

- Transport and subsistence costs would be prohibitive.

- There arc significant health risks working in a malarial and
dengue fever arca,

- Many students today are also working full or part-time and
thus have limited time for study. They cannot take several
weeks off to be present at a remote site.

" Head of Departmeni of Archaeology and Anthropology.
Australian National University Canberra, Austrafia.

- MOST IMPORTANTLY, the disruption causcd to rclatively
remote, rural communities by dumping numbers of students in
themn for extended periods of time would be immense. It is too
much w ask, even of good friends!

What is the solution?

- Web-based learning, delivered by satellite technology from
the remote site, not in real time exactly, i.e. it is not live video-
conferencing, but on a daily or every other day basis.

- Development of a CD-ROM using the same stages of
learning, as the «live» version, ie. the same stages of
development of the project, unfolding over time like the daly
web page updates.

Features of the Web Site:

- Background information, available hefore excavation.

- Trunsmission of daily field data, both standard recording
sheets and the field diaries of project leaders.

- Digital photographs, such us phowographs ol arelacts fonnd
and the stratigraphy, ctc.

- Quick-time video «tours» of the site and cnvirons.

- Voice information {also perhaps available as text) in the form
of interviews with stakeholders in the project, such as the
trainers  (Matthew Spriges and Glenn Summerhayes), the
rainees  from the Vanoatn  Natiomal  Muoseurn  and
«Fieldworkers» group. local labourers on Lhe sile, traditional
landowners and custedians, chiefs and other local leaders,
ordinary villagers from the community.

- Depending on progress of the excavation, analysis of some
materials recovered could proceed remotely, at the Australian
National University, with subsequent feedback inflaencing the
course of research at the site. This depends on how much basic
data analysis or at least presentation via the web site of data 18
possible in the field, given constraints of time and inclination!

- Interaction by email with (1) Australian National University
students, (2) Students at Vanuatu ITigh Schools, and (3) other
selected individuals with a Vanuatm or Pacific Archaeology
Interest.

Although we anticipate the Web Sile having open access, we
will not be able to ficld questions and other input from everyvone
interested. We would not have time to do anything clse. We
will, however, set up section of the web site on FAQs or
«Freguently asked questions».

Requirements of the Project:

- A powerful portable computer, connected (o a satelliie phone
via a modem.

- Peripherals such as digital still and video cameras, means of
recording audio etc.

- Power sources to run the equipment.

Major problems currently recognised:

- Data transmission over current models of small, purlable
satellite phones are very slow. 2.4 kbps/sccond, compared 1o
conventional telephone lines at about 33 kbps/second.
Basically, we appear to be about 2-3 years ahead of current
technology.

- Satellite phone transmission costs are very high. and given the
slow speed of munsmission it would take an inordinately long
period of time 10 send images, making the cost prohibilive.








































































